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By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

A
nyone who wanted a
positive picture of what
Christmas is all about
need only have come to

Fairfax County Fire & Rescue De-
partment Station 11, Penn Daw,

M o n d a y
morning last
week.

Partnering
with private
corporations
and local
businesses,
F a i r f a x
C o u n t y
firefighters
and para-
medics held
their 11th
a n n u a l

Firefighters Holiday Rescue Toy
Drive. This year there were enough
donations to bring Christmas to the
homes of more than 2,500 children,
according to Lt. Will Bailey, FCF&R
Department, founder and prime

organizer of the annual event.
“Even in this bad economic climate our

primary business sponsors have all stepped
up to the plate to make this a successful
event,” Bailey said.

Eleven years ago Bailey started this toy
drive with the help of his small son. The
incentive was based on his own experiences
as a child. The first year they collected 40
toys. On Monday morning, in the engine
bays of Station 11, there were more than

80 bikes and numerous piles of toys and
other gifts for needy children through-
out Northern Virginia.

In addition to what was distributed at
Penn Daw Station, this same effort has
also greatly increased collections for the
U.S. Marine Corps’ Toys For Tots. “We
have a box at every fire station in the
county for Toys for Tots. We have already
filled one tractor trailer load for that

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

W
hat began with the belief that
“every child should have a bike”
has grown into a one-man cru-

sade to make that a tangible reality. Charles
Jones, a retired U.S. Army Colonel, is now
known to many charity organizations as “Dr.
Bike.”

A resident of Riverside Gardens, in Fairfax
County’s Mount Vernon District, Jones re-
trieves and repairs bicycles that people have
either lost or abandoned or have decided
the repair bill is not worth the end result —
they’d rather get a new bike. He takes those
bikes, repairs them, and makes them virtu-
ally brand new.

He then donates the finished product to
charitable organizations who provide them
to needy children. Forty-five such bikes were
distributed this week to needy families by
the Alexandria Citadel of the Salvation

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

M
any local non-profit organiza-
tions are seeing a particularly
acute need in the areas of emer-

gency food and housing assistance.
“We have just about doubled the amount

of food we were giving out a year ago. We
started out the fiscal year, which starts July
1, thinking we would probably feed about
4,500 people. We have since revised that
estimate to about 8,500,” said Cynthia Hull,

executive director of United Community
Ministries, the largest provider of emer-
gency services in southern Fairfax County.

In the three months, the number of people
asking United Community Ministries for
help with job training employment has
grown 139 percent, with about 50 percent
of people using those programs for the first
time, said Hull.

“I can’t get into my office because there
are too many people parked out front and I
can’t get into the parking lot. It is kind of
scary,” she said.

HULL’S EXPERIENCE reflects what other
local non-profit organizations providing
emergency assistance to Fairfax County resi-
dents have seen recently. Government offi-
cials labeled the locality’s unprecedented
surge in requests for urgent help a “crisis”
and called a press conference to address the
situation Dec. 12.

Since January 2006, Fairfax County has
seen a 69 percent increase in requests for
food stamps, a 46 percent increase in re-
quests for emergency housing assistance
and a 60 percent increase in requests for
subsidized housing.

During this same period of time, the
county population has only grown by one
percent, said county spokesperson Merni
Fitzgerald.

Santa Weathers Economic Storm
More need is
met with more
generosity in this
season of giving.

Boy Scout J.D. Tedrick, Troop 1865, helps Alison Wicks, an intern
counselor at Franconia Elementary School, Lee District, load gifts for
needy children at her school into her car.

“... our
primary
business
sponsors have
all stepped up
to the plate.”

— Lt. Will Bailey,
FCF&R Department

Dr. Bike’s
Labor
Of Love
Needy children
receive holiday
bikes through
one man’s efforts.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Charles Jones works on another
child’s bike in the workshop in his
backyard.

In Crisis: Need for Emergency Services
Non-profit community
says calls for
assistance are at
unprecedented levels.

To Help
❖ United Community Ministries, Mount Vernon,

703-768-7106
❖ FACETS, 703-352-5090
❖ Ecumenical Community Helping Others

(ECHO), 7205 Old Keene Mill Road in Springfield,
703-569-9160

❖ Good Shepherd in the Route 1 area, 703-768-
9404

❖ The Koinonia Foundation, 6037 Franconia
Road, Franconia, 703-971-1991.
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People

Robbery, Carjacking at 7-11
A 44-year-old area man was robbed and had his 1987 White

Chevrolet S10 Blazer stolen on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 4:50 a.m. out-
side the 7-11 store at 8010 Richmond Highway, according to
Fairfax County Police.

The victim had parked his vehicle but left it running as he at-
tempted to enter the store. He was approached by a man who
produced a gun, demanded money, got into the victim’s vehicle
and fled southbound on Richmond Highway. There were no re-
ported injuries and the vehicle was recovered nearby a short time
later, police reported. However several items were missing from
it. The suspect is described as black, in his early 20’s, about 5 feet
10 inches tall and weighing an estimated 200 pounds. He wore a
white ski mask and red coat with black stripes down the sleeves.

Anyone with information is asked to call Crime Solvers at 1-
866-411-TIPS(8477) or the Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131.

Man Robbed in Laundromat
Fairfax County Police are searching for the perpetrator of an

armed robbery at 3 a.m., Wednesday, Dec. 17, in the laundromat
located at 7500 Richmond Highway. The 35-year-old male victim
was approached from behind by the assailant who pointed a gun
at him and demanded money, according to police.

The victim relinquished and undisclosed amount of cash and
the suspect fled. He was described as Hispanic, approximately
five feet five inches tall with brown eyes and weighing an esti-
mated 150 pounds. He was wearing a gray cap and gray sweat
shirt. Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime Solvers
by phone at 1-866-411-TIPS (8477) or call Fairfax County Police
at 703-691-2131.

Telegraph Road Construction
Telegraph Road, between Huntington Avenue and North Kings

Highway, will be closed to vehicle and pedestrian traffic between
11 p.m. and 5 a.m. on Dec. 22 and 23, according to the Virginia
Department of Transportation.

Contractors will be erecting and connecting steel beams for the
second of two bridges near Telegraph Road as part of ramps that
will eventually carry traffic from the Outer Loop of the Capital
Beltway to North Kings Highway and Huntington Avenue.

“Residents should be aware that the work requires the use of
tools and equipment that will cause noise and vibration, but con-
tractors will strive to minimize these and other potential distur-
bances,” according to VDOT’s press release. During the closure,
northbound traffic will be detoured via North Kings Highway to
Route 1 to Huntington Avenue and back to Telegraph Road. South-
bound traffic will be detoured via Huntington Avenue to Route 1
to North Kings Highway and back to Telegraph Road.

Over the next two months, related daytime work may require
Telegraph Road be reduced to two lanes in each direction from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Related night work may require Telegraph Road to
be reduced to one lane in each direction from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.,
according to VDOT.

Arrests Made in Robbery
Fairfax County Police have arrested and charged three men with

the use of a firearm in the commission of a felony and robbery in
connection with the Oct. 11 robbery of a 20-year-old pizza deliv-
ery man in the 8500 block of Richmond Highway at approximately
11:30 p.m. A 17-year-old male from the southeastern Fairfax
County area and a 22-year-old man, of no fixed address were
arrested on Nov. 25. A 19-year-old Forestville, Md., ,man who
was already incarcerated on unrelated charges was arrested and
charged on Dec. 9, according to police.

Two of the suspects approach the victim, one armed with a
gun, pushed him against the wall and demanded money. The vic-
tim complied and there were no reported injuries, according to
police.

Investigators from the Criminal Investigative Bureau were as-
sisted in the arrests by Mount Vernon District Station’s Neighbor-
hood Patrol Unit officers. Information on the arrests was released
Dec. 17.

This Week in Mount Vernon

By Danijela Grujic

The Gazette

B
ill Vaughan, carpenter by profession, elic-
its plenty of smiles with his display of
Christmas decorations. During the holiday
season, long lines of cars stop in front of

his Collingwood Road home to view one of the larg-
est Christmas displays in the area. These days most
grownups find it difficult to believe in miracles and
holiday excitement, he said, but he doesn’t.

Every year his displays get bigger, better and he is
not planning to stop anytime soon. Why? He sees
the appreciation on the faces of his visitors and it
moves him to work on his holiday display every year.

This tradition began 18 years ago, and he’s added
new decorations every year. Vaughan said that he
always had some obsessions, like fireworks last
Fourth of July, but Christmas has been his longest
obsession.

HIS HOUSE is located across the street from a re-
tirement home and, as he tells it, about 13 years
ago, after Christmas, as he was taking down the
lights, a woman stopped by to thank him for the
annual display. She also mentioned how much joy it
brought the residents each year and in particular
one woman. Then she said that woman died a few
days after Christmas and she wanted to thank him
for the comfort it brought to her in her final days.

Plans for the new display start right after he takes
down the previous year’s. Since his display is syn-
chronized with music, it takes many hours to com-
plete. For every minute of musical synchronization,
it takes 11 hours of work, and hundreds of hours
listening to the same song.

He also does all the wire frames including leaping
deer, shooting stars and fish jumping, which are not
available in any store in the way he wants them.

Sometimes, he thinks about giving it up, but when

he sees all the people who are stopping in front of
the house just to check if lights are on, it moves him
to get up and work. “I don’t want to disappoint them,”
he said.

From October, he starts to put the display together,
first working on higher parts like stars and trees and
then moving on to the leaves on the ground.

For a man who has “problems even with a TV re-
mote,” Vaughan says he’s gotten used to the software
that connects the lights to his computer. Vaughan
remembered one woman who waited in front of his
house for the lights to go on. After she waited for
some time, she knocked on the door and asked him
to turn them on. Unfortunately he couldn’t because
the software is programmed to a specific time pe-
riod.

He noted that in January when he takes the lights
down, sometimes there are still people waiting for
the display to go on.

ALTHOUGH HE ADDED LED energy-saving lights
that have cut costs by a third, the 155,000-light dis-
play costs him about $800 monthly more than usual.

Lighting Up the Christmas Spirit
Bill Vaughan’s Christmas display will be on until Jan. 2.

Resident keeps adding
to his outside holiday
decorations.

Bill Vaughan has worked on his property’s
Christmas display for 18 years.

See Lighting,  Page 21
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For more information
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Best Wishes for a
Peaceful and Happy Holiday season!

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7800x123

Alex/Mt. Vernon $799,000
9301 Old Mansion

Stunning Southern Colonial on
quiet wooded cul-de-sac backing
to historical Mt. Vernon Estate!
Coveted waterfront community,
Riverwood is bordered by Mt.
Vernon Estate, Potomac River &

prestigious Washington Woods. Meticulous, one family home
offers 4 BRs, 2.5BAs, family rm w/FPL off lg eat-in kitchen,
spacious 2 car garage & lg dry bsmt. You won’t find a better
lot & location.  Easy commutes to Ft. Belvoir, Reagan
National Airport, D.C. & the Pentagon.

Alex/Mt.Vernon $599,900
9326 Craig Avenue

Large brick 5BR, 3BA split with 2
car garage on .4 acre lot in lovely
Mt. Vernon area with lots of
trees.  2 fireplaces, energy effi-
cient replacement windows, beau-
tiful refinished hdwd floors on

main level, new carpeting, landscaped fenced rear lot with
huge deck off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior and
exterior.  Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your
desire.  Great commute in minutes to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old
Town, DC/Pentagon.

Alex/Mt. Vernon  $484,900
8426 Cherry Valley Lane

Large, lovely, 5BR, 3BA Split in
popular Riverside Estates.
Riverside’s largest split w/ 2 car
garage.  Spacious FR w/FPL &
beautiful sun rm addition.
Neutral carpets over hdwd floors

on main lvl & upgraded berber on lower lvl.  Kit remodeled
in late 90s. Professional landscaping. Great location – walk to
Ele and High schools. Commute in minutes –Ft. Belvior (5),
Hunting Metro & Alex (12), National Airport (25) Pentagon and
D.C. (32).

Alex/ Pinewood Lake $292,500
 4332 Birchlake Court

Beautifuly updated 3/4 bedroom town
house with 2.5 baths.  Located on a
quiet cul-de-sac with wonderful views
of the lake.  Shows like a model –
newer carpeting and light fixtures.
Meticulously maintained & great loca-
tion, by the lake.  Commuting min-
utes: Ft. Belvoir (5), Old Town &
Huntington Metro (12), Ntl Airport
(27) Pentagon & D.C. (32).

Alex/ Belle View $209,850
6603 East Wakefield Drive #A2
Sunny 1st floor unit with
washer/dryer in the building.
Immaculate condition. Great

Price! Only 2.5 blocks to shop-
ping center. Also walk to recrea-
tion center (indoor pool and ice

rink). Superb community amenities including outdoor pool,
tennis, basketball, volleyball, tot lots and picnic areas. GW
Pkwy and bike path down the street. 4 minutes to Old Town
and 20 minutes to Ft. Belvoir. Perfect location & price!

Rental Properties

8338 Bound Brook Lane
4BR/2.5BA – $2300

8506 Wagon Wheel Rd.
4BR/3BA – $2,000 Owner/Agent

See Dorson,  Page 22

News

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

M
ore than 120 leaders and volunteers
of local organizations from through
out Lee District filled the ballroom of
the Springfield Hilton Tuesday night,

Dec. 16, to participate in the 53rd Annual Lee Dis-
trict Association of Civic Organizations (LDACO) Ban-
quet and Holiday Celebration. It is also the occasion
of the presentation of the Les Dorson Awards for out-
standing achievement and service.

Prior to recognizing the award recipients, the au-
dience heard an appraisal of the economy and its
impact on Fairfax County by the evening’s guest
speaker, Gerald L. Gordon, president and CEO, Fairfax
County Economic Development Authority. His ulti-
mate conclusion was: “This part of the County will
continue to grow.”

As noted in his introduction by Lee
District Supervisor Jeffrey McKay,
Gordon has been with the county’s
EDA since 1983. “Since that time, the
county has evolved from a bedroom
suburb of Washington, D.C., to an
economic powerhouse in its own
right,” McKay said.

The author of nine books and nu-
merous articles on strategic planning,
economic development, leadership
styles and other management topics,
Gordon, in 2006, became the first
American to address the All-Parlia-
mentary Exports Group in the Brit-
ish House of Commons. In 2007 he
was named a Fellow of the International Economic
Development Council.

“Fairfax County has been one of the leading eco-
nomic powerhouses in the nation. And, the leading
economic engine in Northern Virginia,” Gordon said.

“We now have more jobs than Washington and 24.4
percent of all state income tax revenue comes from
Fairfax County. For every dollar we send to Richmond
we get 19 cents back in programs and services,” he
said.

Gordon also emphasized that one of the primary

reasons the county Board of Supervisors is facing such
a critical budget shortfall is because
“we can not tax our own wealth.” He
pointed out that Fairfax County is the
wealthiest in the state but has to rely
primarily on real estate taxes to gen-
erate revenue rather than a personal
income tax.

However, he stated, the county needs
to attract more businesses in order to
maintain its economic stability. He
cited Lee District, and most particularly
the Springfield area, as an area of the
county with the potential to grow and
prosper in the years ahead.

FOLLOWING GORDON’S presenta-
tion, the Les Dorson Awards for public

service and citizenship were given to “outstanding
members of the county staff, key county leaders, and
dedicated citizens who have served Fairfax County
and Lee District.” These awards are made in memory
of the late Les Dorson, former vice chairman of
LDACO.

Jim Getts, senior engineering inspector, Land De-
velopment Services, Environmental and Facilities In-
spection Division, Fairfax County, was presented with
the Les Dorson Distinguished Public Service Profes-
sional Award. “Jim is a public servant who daily goes
far above and beyond his job description,” said Paul
Gagnon, chairman, LDACO, in making the award.

“He makes sure that construction projects meet
county regulations and educates contractors on their
responsibilities to the community. It is not a coinci-
dence that he is known as “Jim Getts It Done,” Gagnon
said.

Harry H. Zimmerman, Jr., a registered engineer
and former Navy civilian career executive, was
named this year’s recipient of the Dorson Citizen-
ship Award. Lee District’s representative to the Fairfax
County Transportation Advisory Commission,
Zimmerman is a long-time resident of Lee District
who has been involved in a number of transporta-
tion issues ranging from alleviating neighborhood
cut-through traffic to highway concerns related to
the Fairfax County Parkway and BRAC transporta-
tion concerns.

As noted in the award presentation, “Harry cur-
rently serves on the Lee District Supervisor’s Budget
Advisory Committee where he balances the need for
fiscal responsibility with the transportation needs and

Outstanding Achievement Honored
Kauffman recognized
for his people skills.

Former Lee District Supervisor Dana
Kauffman, displaying the plaque pre-
sented to him as the recipient of the Les
Dorson Award for Distinguished Public
Service Leadership, is joined on stage by,
from left, his successor, Lee District Su-
pervisor Jeffrey McKay, LDACO Chairman
Paul Gagnon, and U.S. Representative-
elect Gerald Connolly.

Harry Zimmerman, holding the plaque he
received as the recipient of the Les
Dorson Citizenship Award during the Lee
District Association of Civic Organiza-
tions’ annual banquet, is joined by, from
left, Lee District Supervisor Jeffrey McKay,
LDACO Chairman Paul Gagnon, U.S. Rep-
resentative-elect Gerald Connolly, and
Master of Ceremonies Rodney Lusk.
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“Fairfax County
has been one of
the leading
economic
powerhouses in
the nation.”

— Gerald L. Gordon,
president & CEO,

Fairfax County EDA
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Opinion

W
e wish our readers a Merry
Christmas, a Happy Hanukah,
and an exciting New Year.
There is much to fuel optimism

here, despite the drumbeat of dismal economic
news.

While Northern Virginia is certainly feeling
some of the effects of the economic crisis, this
is probably the best place in the nation to
weather the storm. Employment is strong here,
with unemployment still below 4 percent.

This region’s economy will get a boost from
the January change in administration. Events
and visitors for the inauguration itself will
bring an infusion, the movement of officials in
and out of the region will create economic ac-
tivity.

And the sheer optimism and enthusiasm for
change, and for this particular change, will lift
spirits and boats.

Close-in real estate, inside the Beltway, is
holding its value. At the bottom end of the real
estate spectrum, some condos, townhouses and
even some single family detached homes have
reached levels of affordability not seen in many
moons, and that should bring out first-time
home buyers. When first time homebuyers
enter the market, this can kick off a kind of
domino effect, allowing owners of the houses
they buy to move up.

At the same time, we’ll all feel the effects of
budget cuts in local government, from reduced
library hours and other services to the possi-
bility of larger class sizes. There are many more
families in Northern Virginia feeling the pain
of the recession, with thousands of foreclosures
and, while unemployment is low, the loss of
some jobs.

This has dramatically increased demand on
groups that provide emergency help for food,
housing, utilities and more.

Even groups that help animals are seeing a

T
his is the last “regular” edition of the
Connection for 2008. The edition that
will be delivered after Christmas is our

annual Children’s Connection, featuring the
writing and art of area students.

Our first publication date in January will
appear on Jan. 7, kicking off a four-part series
on fun, with more than 100 ideas for fun local
activities in each of our 17 weekly papers. This
will no doubt add up to more than 1,101 ways
to have fun near home. We’ll include tips on
free fun, outdoor fun, indoor fun, arts, music,
theater, fun at home, food fun and more.

Much cause for optimism, but also
many reasons to help others.Happy Holidays

If you have an idea that you think we should
include, please let us know.

The Jan. 7 issue will also be our chance to
catch up on news and events that happen be-
tween Dec. 18 and the beginning of the New
Year.

In the meantime, we encourage you to check
our Web site to read hundreds of stories from
Northern Virginia. See
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

January Is for Fun
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huge surge in trouble. Some owners are giv-
ing up beloved pets when they face foreclo-
sure, while others say they can no longer af-
ford to feed their pets. The Humane Society
of Fairfax County, for example, has started a
PET food pantry to help people keep their
pets.

Enjoy the holidays, and remember to give
locally.

For a list of local charities in need, see “Give
Locally,” http://connectionnewspapers.com/
article.asp?article=322554&paper=68&cat=110

D
uring the time of
George Mason,
Christmas Day prima-

rily was a religious holiday. People
who were inclined to attend
church did so as the weather and
availability of clergy permitted.
Some, but by no means all, Virgin-
ians indulged in a particularly fine
dinner. Guns fired into the air sent
a volley of seasonal greetings from
plantation to plantation. Gift-giv-
ing generally was directed to sub-
ordinates and most often in the
form of tips for servants and slaves
who might also be afforded some
free time. But, for many, masters
and household servants alike, the
day was not unlike any other. Ex-
pect not to find a decorated tree
or lavish bows and boughs. A few
greens used sparingly might be on
a mantle. It was the eye-catching
table setting that was the preemi-
nent seasonal embellishment at
any social gathering …”

– Gunston Hall

Plantation
Christmas
At Gunston
Hall

“

Brian Allen,
Sarah
Clark, Zach
Casper and
Allida Born
wait in line
for a car-
riage ride
around the
plantation
on a recent
Saturday
evening.

Open-Hearth cooks Sue Hodes, Frank Barker, Mary Lu
Chatelier, Sandy Galletta, Becky Laudenslager, Mary Kay
Ruwe, Donna Boulter, Faith Chudzik, Brenda Hall and
Bobbie Taylor were busy in the kitchen area as guests to
the plantation arrive all evening for samples.

Jason and Evan Grabarczyk
warm themselves by a fire
with a cup of hot cider.
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

News

Lt. Willie Bailey, Fairfax County
Fire & Rescue Department,
presided over the annual distribu-
tion of Christmas toys and gifts
for needy children at Penn Daw
Fire Station.

Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus, aka
Grant and Ruth MacIntosh, joined
in the Christmas toy distribution to
needy children conducted by the
Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
Department.

From Page 1

More Need Is Met with More Generosity
campaign,” Bailey said.
Each year’s annual toy drive is the com-

bined efforts of the Fairfax County Fire &
Rescue Department, the Progressive
Firefighters of Fairfax County, Inc., and
Fairfax County Professional Firefighters and
Paramedics, Local 2068. This year they were
joined by the Alexandria Fire Department.

“We have been trying to take an active
role in all community engagements. It is
important to recognize that these types of
programs are bottom up efforts and not top
down. The people who support these efforts
do so because they want to,” said Alexan-
dria Fire Chief Adam Thiel.

“None of this would have ever happened
without the vision and hard work of Will
Bailey. Everyone in this department wants
to be here today to share this event with
Will,” said Assistant Fire Chief David Rohrer,
FCF&R Department.

New contributors to this year’s effort were
the Boy Scouts of Fairfax County’s Troop
1865. They collected more than $1,615 by
doing various chores throughout their
neighborhoods, according to Erik Severeid,
the troop’s adult community leader. All of
those funds were donated to Bailey to pur-
chase Christmas gifts for needy families.

Adding an air of Christmas authority to
the event was the presence of Santa and

Mrs. Claus, aka Fairfax County Fire & Res-
cue Department Chaplin Grant MacIntosh
and his wife Ruth. “This is a great event
that I thoroughly approve,” said Santa.

All of the gifts  are collected by school
and social service representatives who have
received specific gift requests from their
schools and organizations. They, in turn,
serve as couriers to bring those gifts back
for distribution. What started as a very lo-
calized event for needy children and fami-
lies living along the Route 1 corridor has
spread countywide and even into Alexan-
dria and Prince George’s County.

This now nationally recognized effort has
been made possible by the support of an
array of locally based businesses, corpora-
tions, and individuals that include
BearingPoint, Inc., Destinations DC, Rollins
PCI Construction, Nationwide Creditors,
Promax Realtors, Wal-Mart, Phil Rosenthal,
Union Street Public House, Chadwicks Res-
taurant, Curtis and Renee Stilwell, Brian
Abel, Cheryl Collins, Jeannie Theisman, and
a host of others.

The end result is that “several thousand
school-aged children and their families will
receive toys and gifts this holiday season.”
Lt. Will Bailey’s sleigh, composed of a se-
ries of large red trucks, are loaded with the
largess of firefighters, community business
leaders, and individuals.
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News

From Page 1

Working To Ensure Needy Children Have Bikes

Photo by Ed McClelland

Richard Peterson, Mary Oliver, Bob Trimble, Charles Jones, Dejana Jones
and Norman Gindlesperger pose for a picture before loading up the
bikes for delivery last week.

Army as part of their Christmas Toy
Drive. He also presents his bikes to
individual recipients.

“WE GAVE out our first bike two
years ago. Since then I have been able
to refurbish more than 250 bikes to
organizations such as the Salvation

Army, Good
S h e p h e r d
H o u s i n g ,
United Com-
munity Minis-
tries, Malcolm
X Elementary
School in the
District of Co-
lumbia, and
others,” Jones
said.

“We always
work through
welfare agen-

cies to identify children in need. The
Salvation Army this year wanted 105
bikes. I couldn’t accomplish that by
Christmas. But, I was able to do 45.
After, the holidays I’ll keep giving
them about 10 bikes at a time until
we hit the 105 requested,” he said.

Two years ago Jones, an avid bicy-
clist himself, as well as his wife
DeJuana, attended a bike repair class
at Spokes Etc, Inc., 1506 Belle View
Boulevard, at the Belle View Shop-
ping Center. “He then decided to take
that knowledge and start to repair
bikes that could be given to needy
children,” said Bill Mould, Jones’ in-
structor at Spokes.

“Since he started that effort, when-
ever a customer comes into to have a
bike repaired and then decides it’s
better to buy a new bike, we suggest
that it be given to Charles for repair.
When we tell them about his project
they are more than willing to donate
the bike rather than give it to the trash
man,” Mould said. This has gained

more than 100 bikes for Jones over the past
two years.

“We also supply him with parts, tires and
other items he might need to repair bikes.
Some of the old bikes aren’t worth repair-
ing or can’t be repaired but he can use parts
from them to fix up other bikes,” he said.

“It’s a goodwill relationship. When the
bike business is robust, particularly in the
spring, we have lots of bikes and part and
Charles is welcome to whatever he wants.
We also feel we are helping needy kids by
helping Charles in his efforts,” he said.

JONES DOES all the repair work in his
own shop in back of his home. He origi-
nally got the idea for his philanthropy when
he saw a flyer at Spokes asking individuals
to donate their old bikes to be shipped to
Africa.

“It’s all well and good to help others
around the world but I thought there are a
lot of kids right here that don’t have bikes.
Why not supply them as well,” Jones said.

That’s when he established “Bike For
Tykes & Teens,” a nonprofit charitable or-
ganization to supply refurbished bikes, pri-
marily to children between the ages of six
and 10. One of the members of his board of
directors is retired U.S. Air Force Col. Rob-
ert Trimble.

An active member of Ventures In Com-
munity (VIC), an ecumenical charitable or-
ganization, Trimble became active in Bikes
For Tykes assisting Jones in both his recla-
mation efforts and working with other
members of VIC in distribution of the fin-
ished products. “I have assisted him since
the beginning but Charles has done all the
work,” he said.

“I also have a truck so I’m able to go and
pick up bikes. I get a lot of bikes from the
Fairfax County Police Department who get
ones that are lost, stolen or abandoned and
not claimed,” Trimble said.

He can pick up as many as 11 bikes at
one time with his truck, according to Jones.

“We (VIC) also support Charles with other

assistance such as financial support. I have
pushed this program with other members
of VIC. From the very beginning Charles has
said over and over, to me personally and at
meetings, “every child should have a bike,”
Trimble said.

“Both VIC and Spokes have been very
generous in support of this program. Spokes
has been particularly generous with bikes,
parts, tools and other items,” Jones said.

ALONG THE WAY Jones has had some
interesting ancillary experiences as well.
“There have been several things surprising
to me. When I present a bike to an indi-
vidual or get a personal donation of a bike
I usually wait for the story. And, usually
there is one,” he said.

“One local doctor told me that he owed
his career to a bicycle. He was in France
studying and couldn’t afford a car or to take
cabs so he got a bike. He rode it everyday
to various locations where he had to go as
part of his studies. Without the bike he
wouldn’t have made it he said,” according
to Jones.

“I was able to give a young girl from New
Orleans a bike. She had lost hers in Katrina.
She looked at me and said, “You know
there’s just something special about having
a bike. Thank you,” Jones recalled. Those
stories come from both the donors and the
recipients.

Each bike refurbishing takes, on average,
approximately three to four hours. In addi-
tion to the bikes, Jones’s organization also
supplies helmets to individual bike recipi-
ents. “We are not able to do that when we
make large contributions of bikes like to the
Salvation Army,” he said.

As Captain Ken Argot, Corps officer, Al-
exandria Citadel, Salvation Army, said dur-
ing the Citadel’s thank you breakfast for
volunteers and board members last week,
“Charles Jones’s bikes are not just fixed-up
old bikes.

For all intent and purpose they are new
bikes. And, they look and function like ab-
solutely brand new bikes. That’s why we
and others call him ‘Dr.Bike.’”

“We also feel
we are helping
needy kids by
helping
Charles.”

— Bill Mould,
Spokes Etc, Inc.

See Unprecedented,  Page 21

From Page 1

Calls for Assistance at Unprecedented Levels
“With the worsening economy, middle

class folks are now in need of help. Some
of the same people who used to give their
time and money to these organizations are
now coming to them for help,” said
Fitzgerald.

The situation only appears to be growing
worse. In 2007, approximately 9,900 people
contacted the county for help seeking a job.
In 2008, Fairfax fielded 22,000 of the same
calls, even though the end of the year hasn’t
finished yet, said Fitzgerald.

Fairfax County’s latest unemployment
rate numbers show it grew from 2.3 per-
cent in June 2007 to 3.1 percent in June
2008. This rise equates to 4,671 more resi-
dents going without a job in June 2008 than

a year earlier.
Fairfax County Public Schools has also

seen a 40 percent increase in the number
of homeless students, up to 1,270 now from
900 at the same time in 2007.

“This is the highest I have ever seen at
this point in the school year and I have been
doing this job for eight years,” said Kathy
Sheffel, the school system’s homeless liai-
son.

ECHO Inc., another county non-profit that
specializes in emergency services, said their
rate of increased requests for services are
very similar to the countywide statistics
provided by Fairfax officials.

“There is a tremendous increase in de-
mands for food and financial assistance to
help pay rent and utilities. … We helped

about 4,000 family members last year and
this year we are definitely going to be up.
We are going to way up,” said executive
director Pat Gauthier, whose organization
serves people in Springfield, Burke, Fairfax
Station and parts of Lorton.

THE DECLINING ECONOMY has be-
come a hot topic recently but several of the
non-profits who provide emergency assis-
tance said they have seen the need for those
types of service rise steadily over the past
few years.

“I know the economic downturn has bro-
ken into the headlines in the past six
months. But over the past several years, we
have been seeing an increase in need. …
We have been noticing trend in that direc-

tion for quite some time,” said Amy
McDowell, events and communications
manager for Reston Interfaith, a non-profit
social services organization mostly serving
northern Fairfax County.

McDowell and others did acknowledge
that there had been a sharp increase in re-
quests for emergency services over the past
six months to two years. Some said that over
the past three months, the situation ap-
peared to have gotten significantly worse.

“[The upturn in emergency services] has
been going on a good 18 months to two
years but there has probably been an in-
crease since mid-summer,” said Gauthier.

Many non-profits said most of the surge
in demand for assistance is coming from
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

F
or the 14th year, Alexandria will
welcome in the new year Dec. 31
with its family-oriented “First
Night” celebration. And, that cel-

ebration will commence with the Second
Annual King Street Mile.

Sponsored by Virginia Paving, Fitness
Together and Nike, the one-mile race up
King Street from Market Square to Union
Station commences at 5 p.m. It is limited
to 600 runners.

Following the race, the fun begins. This
year there will be 30 entertainment venues
— up from 26 last year. These will feature
a total of 65 acts featuring 178 perfor-
mances on 40 stages throughout the night.

First Night Alexandria’s grand climax is a
midnight fireworks spectacular at the
George Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. “It’s all great fun, afford-
able, safe and alcohol free,” said Anne
Dorman, executive director, First Night Al-
exandria.

The price of admission is $12 per adult if
purchased online through Christmas.
Badges purchased at retail locations are $15
through Dec. 25. From Dec. 26 through Dec.
28, badges on the Web site
(www.firstnightalexandria.org) will be
available for $17. Web sales end Dec. 28.

Retail badge sales will continue through
Dec. 31 at $20. One badge will admit the
wearer to all venues. Badges must be worn
by adults at all times. Children 12 and un-
der are free. There is also free parking at
various Colonial Parking Garages and at the
Market Square city parking garage. Partici-
pants can travel to various venues via a free
shuttle service throughout the celebration.

Several Alexandria hotels are offering
special New Year’s Eve packages and the
City’s array of restaurants will be open and
ready to serve attendees. However, reser-
vations are strongly suggested. No food is
included with a First Night Alexandria ad-
mission badge.

“First Night Alexandria is a perfect event
to end each year and welcome the new one.

Finish the Year at First Night Alexandria
New Year’s Eve

I am delighted so many of our
residents participate in various
ways and we welcome the thou-
sands of adults and children
from all across the region and
country who join us for our cel-
ebration,” said Alexandria Mayor
William D. Euille.

Details concerning all the fes-
tivities for First Night Alexandria
can be found by visiting
www.firstnightalexandria.org.

The map of all the venues
can be found at

www.firstnightalexandria.org.
Below left is a picture

from the last year’s King
Street Mile. To the right is
a view of Old Presbyterian
Meeting House during last

year’s event.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette

A
 native of Washington, D.C., Maggie
Kirkpatrick grew up in Alexandria
and graduated from Hammond

High School in 1969. She is now a com-
mercial sign consultant in Marietta, Calif.
Her memoir, “Mom, Dad, And The Greatest
Generation; Their Stories and Mine,” was
published Dec. 6 by PublishAmerica and is
available online at Amazon and Barnes and

Noble.

Why did you write this memoir?
I had a story to tell that I felt was unique.

My parents were very interesting people,
and they lived in interesting times. I had
an uncle that was involved with CIA, and
although I didn’t come out and say that in
the book, I alluded to it.

What parts of the story take place
in Alexandria?

I write about going to Hammond and then
staying in Alexandria to work at the Penta-
gon. I was trying to paint a picture of the
brick homes and the schools. People in Al-
exandria will be able to relate to at least
one part of the book, which is my high-
school years.

What was Alexandria like when
you were in high school?

I feel like it was kind of a cross between

Ringing the Bell

See Bell,  Page 17

Memoir of Hammond High
School lauds the Greatest
Generation.
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Warmer Beach Waters Worth the DriveWarmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,

or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Drive a couple hours south of the Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes
and soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC,
located just across the state line and 30 minutes’ drive time from the
airport in busy Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000.
Newly remodeled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a
secluded area of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and
ocean inlet. Sit on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and
capture a gorgeous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends
in the evening on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at
noon for the following week’s paper. Call Rebecca
Halik at 703-917-6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
Historic Mount Vernon welcomes all Boy

Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Camp Fire Club
members (in uniform or wearing an official pin)
to free admission during its Scouting Days
program beginning Nov. 1 through Feb. 15,
2009. For more information, visit
www.MountVernon.org.

Gallery West presents “Small Works and Holiday
Show and Silent Auction” through Jan. 4 at
1213 King St. Features a variety of art work by

members in every size. Silent auction ends Dec.
8. Visit www.gallery-west.com or call 703-549-
6006.

Gather the Family at Woodlawn runs Dec. 28
at Woodlawn. Experience an 1820s Christmas
with America’s First Family before trees, Santa
and stockings. Tours available from 5:30-8:30
p.m. $15/person; $5/grades K-12. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or call 703-780-4000.

The Alliance Dance Institute presents “The
Nutcracker” from through Dec. 28 in the
Landmark Mall, 5801 Duke St. Fifty-five minute
long performances are Saturdays and Sundays at
1 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. $20/person. After the
show, stay for photo opportunities. Visit

See Calendar,  Page 17

Calendar

The
best
test
of a
man is
author-
ity.
—Montenegrin

proverb
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La Petite Hairstylists
Beautiful Color & Perm

Japanese Thermal

Straightening

Pedicure & Manicure

Waxing
1703 Belle View Blvd, Alex.

703-765-4744
Ample free parking

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think to hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

From Page 9

Literature

Local Author Pens Memoir
New England and the Carolinas. I al-

ways think of the brick and the cobble-
stone and the colonial flavor. It was
very traditional. That’s the word I
would use if I was going to encapsu-
late it in one word. My friends were
very close, and I would say Alexandria
was a tight-knit community at that
time. People in Alexandria wanted to
distinguish themselves from Arlington.
It was a big community, but Alexan-
dria had a small-town flavor. People
were friendly.

What was Hammond like at
that time?

Tradition was a big part of it. We were very proud
of our football coach at that time, who was later
part of the transition when they went to T.C. Will-
iams. One part of my story is about how the gradu-
ates each year would ring the bell at Hammond. Af-
ter graduation, we would all line up in the court-
yard and ring the ship’s bell, which I’m sure is still
there today.

What can people learn from the book?
Values and patriotism. I feel they were much closer

to their families than we are today. We’ve had too
many people going off in different directions, and I
think that’s been very hard on the family. I see kids
today take way too much for granted. My mom and

dad’s generation knew the value of
what it was like to make a living and
support your family and take care
of each other.

The subtitle of the book is
“Their Stores and Mine.”
How do they intertwine?

It starts with my mom and dad,
how they got together and how I en-
tered the picture. My dad was not
my biological father, but the story
explains how he came into the pic-
ture and took care of us and took
care of us as a family.

Why did you feel like the story was some-
thing that needed to be told?

I just think my mom and dad had a lot of great
experiences, whether it was contributing to the war
effort or work experiences in different environments
like the federal government or private industry or
the people they met along the way. My mother worked
as a young girl at the Willard Hotel, and I felt these
were great experiences.

Why should people read this book?
There’s a lot of relatability. I feel the Baby Boomer

generation looks back on their parents as the example
we should have set for our children. But so many of
us did not. Somehow we’ve lost their values along
the way.

Maggie Kirkpatrick

From Page 14

Calendar

www.adidance.com or 703-354-6000.

Historic Mount Vernon welcomes
Inauguration visitors in January
with 20 percent off adult admission.
Visitors must print the coupon from
Mount Vernon’s Web site: http://
visit.mountvernon.org. January is
also the 250th wedding anniversary
of George and Martha Washington,
and on display Jan. 12 – Feb. 23 are
Mrs. Washington’s wedding slippers.
$15 for adults; $7 for youth ages 6-
11; and free for children five and
younger. Visit http://
visit.mountvernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

Woodlawn’s Needlework
exhibition is March 1-31 at 9000
Richmond Highway. There will be
demonstrations, lunch by Nelly’s
Needlers and more. See needleworks
from around the world. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or 703-780-
4000 for more.

FRIDAY/DEC. 26
 Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at

Hooray for Books, 1555 King St.
Children 2 and under can enjoy
stories and songs. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

SATURDAY/DEC. 27
 Art Exhibit. See artwork by Yuri

Kokoyanin at The von Brahler Ltd./
Gallery, 1437 Powhatan St., from 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Call for weekday hours,
703-798-8686. Free.

Get Fancy Storytime. 11 a.m. at
Hooray for Books, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and up can don a
tiara, bow tie or something festive for
a fun storytime. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-

4092.

SUNDAY/DEC. 28
 Art Exhibit. See artwork by Yuri

Kokoyanin at The von Brahler Ltd./
Gallery, 1437 Powhatan St., from 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Call for weekday hours,
703-798-8686. Free.

Bridge Club. 4 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Teens and adults can learn how to
play. Free. 703-765-3645.

TUESDAY/DEC. 30
 Puppets. 2 p.m. at Sherwood Library,

2501 Sherwood Hall Lane. All ages
can see “The Nutcracker Fantasy” by
Bob Brown Puppets. Free.
Registration required, 703-765-3645.

Short Story Discussion. 7 p.m. at
Burke Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Discuss selections in “The Art of the
Short Story.” Free. 703-519-3498.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 31
First Night Alexandria. Celebrate the

New Year with activities,
performances and more in
approximately 30 venues in Old
Town and Del Ray. There is a cost.
Visit www.firstnightalexandria.org or
703-838-5005.

Hooray For First Night. 6-8 p.m. at
Hooray for Books, 1555 King St. Take
part in an interactive storytime. Free
with First Night Badge. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Music Performance. 7-9:30 p.m.,
hear Bunjo Butler and the T.C.
Williams High School Jazz Combo at
Meade, 322 N. Alfred St. Free with
tickets to First Night Alexandria. Visit
www.firstnightalexandria.org or 703-
838-4200 ext. 210.

First Night Music. Carbon Copy will
perform 7:30-10:30 p.m. at the
Durance RecCenter, 1605 Cameron

St. Free with First Night tickets. 571-
278-3231.

THURSDAY/JAN. 1
 MAGFest. Enjoy a video and computer

gaming festival run by fans at Hilton
Mark Center in Alexandria. There
will be music, activities and more.
Tickets are $40 in advance. Visit
www.magfest.org for more.

FRIDAY/JAN. 2
 Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at

Hooray for Books, 1555 King St.
Children 2 and under can enjoy
stories and songs. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

MAGFest. Enjoy a video and computer
gaming festival run by fans at Hilton
Mark Center in Alexandria. There
will be music, activities and more.
Tickets are $40 in advance. Visit
www.magfest.org for more.

SATURDAY/JAN. 3
 MAGFest. Enjoy a video and computer

gaming festival run by fans at Hilton
Mark Center in Alexandria. There
will be music, activities and more.
Tickets are $40 in advance. Visit
www.magfest.org for more.

SUNDAY/JAN. 4
 Twelfth Night Celebration. 5 p.m.

at Advent Lutheran Church, 2222 S.
Arlington Ridge Road. Enjoy music,
activities and more. Family-friendly.
Free. Visit www.adventlc.us or 703-
521-7010.

MAGFest. Enjoy a video and computer
gaming festival run by fans at Hilton
Mark Center in Alexandria. There
will be music, activities and more.
Tickets are $40 in advance. Visit
www.magfest.org for more.
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Home Sales

Copyright 2008 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

11/01/08 ~ 11/14/08

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ........ Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
8721 STANDISH RD ...................... 6 ... 6 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,590,760 ... Detached ....... 0.51 ................... PLYMOUTH HAVEN
1209 BELLE VISTA DR .................. 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $777,500 ... Detached ....... 0.30 .................................. VILLAMAY
7117 MARINE DR ......................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $743,500 ... Detached ....... 0.33 .................... MARLAN HEIGHTS
1101 POTOMAC LN ...................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $700,000 ... Detached ....... 0.33 ............................ WAYNEWOOD
7617 LEITH PL .............................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $700,000 ... Detached ....... 0.34 ..............................MASON HILL
3625 DREWS CT ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $563,000 ... Detached ....... 0.16 ................ MOUNT VEE MANOR
1704 RIVER FARM DR .................. 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $540,000 ... Detached ....... 0.76 ..................... RIVER BEND ESTS
7585 LINDBERG DR ..................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $525,000 ... Detached ....... 0.12 . THE GROVE AT HUNTLEY MEADOWS
7514 LINDBERG DR ..................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $510,000 ... Detached ....... 0.12 ................ HUNTLEY MEADOWS
3200 NORWICH TER .................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $510,000 ... Detached ....... 0.28 .................. RIVERSIDE ESTATES
5904 MOUNT EAGLE DR #904 .... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $450,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ..............................MONTEBELLO
6708 OAK DR ................................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $430,000 ... Detached ....... 0.46 ............................ TEMPLE VIEW
8240 KINGS ARM DR ................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $424,900 ... Detached ....... 0.24 ........................................... KIRK
7120 RITA CT ................................ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $390,000 ... Detached ....... 0.30 ........................... CALVERT PARK
4420 ROLLINGBROOKE CT .......... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $377,000 ... Detached ....... 0.27 ....................... STONEYBROOKE
2633 FARMINGTON DR ................ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $340,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.08 ................. JEFFERSON MANOR
8428 HALLIE ROSE ST ................. 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $340,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .......................... SKYVIEW PARK
3712 ELMWOOD DR..................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $330,000 ... Detached ....... 0.21 .................. BURGUNDY MANOR
6465 BRICK HEARTH CT .............. 2 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $320,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ............ SOUTH KINGS STATION
8463 BYERS DR ............................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $320,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 .......................... SKYVIEW PARK
3420 GROVETON ST .................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $320,000 ... Detached ....... 0.22 ............... GROVETON HEIGHTS
7416 NORTHROP RD.................... 5 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $307,600 ... Detached ....... 0.38 .......................... HYBLA VALLEY
2200 FARRINGTON AVE ............... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $298,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.09 ........................... HUNTINGTON
8467 BYERS DR ............................ 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $285,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .......................... SKYVIEW PARK
3423 BEECHCRAFT DR ................ 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $281,500 ... Detached ....... 0.22 .......................... HYBLA VALLEY
2807 JEFFERSON DR ................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $280,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.08 ................. JEFFERSON MANOR
2451 MIDTOWN AVE #702 .......... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $277,900 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ..... MIDTOWN ALEXANDRIA STA
6502 BRICK HEARTH CT .............. 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $260,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ............ SOUTH KINGS STATION
6612 EAST WAKEFIELD DR #A-1 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $230,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................................. BELLE VIEW
6617 EAST WAKEFIELD #A1 ....... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $230,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................................. BELLE VIEW
8515 ENGLESIDE ST .................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $206,900 ... Detached ....... 0.13 ................................ ENGLESIDE
5817 BLAINE DR ........................... 4 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $206,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.09 ........................... HUNTINGTON
7508E SNOWPEA CT #221 .......... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $205,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ...................... SOUTH MEADOWS
2917 DUNBAR ST ......................... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $195,900 ... Detached ....... 0.22 ............................. THORNROSE
7025 BRYANT TOWNE CT ............ 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $160,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ........................ BRYANT TOWNE
2618 FORT FARNSWORTH RD#232 . 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $155,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................... HUNTINGTON CLUB
2237 FARRINGTON AVE #06-301 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $152,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................... FARRINGTON PLACE
2910 DUNBAR ST ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $151,000 ... Detached ....... 0.22 ............................. THORNROSE
8610 VILLAGE SQUARE DR#15/861 . 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $132,000 ... Back-to-Back ..................................... VILLAGES THE
3829 MONTE VISTA DR #97A ..... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $130,000 ... Townhouse ............................................. SEQUOYAH
2607 FORT FARNSWORTH RD#313 . 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $115,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................... HUNTINGTON CLUB
7949 SAN LEANDRO PL #105B ... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $110,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. SEQUOYAH
3920 MARIPOSA PL #E ................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ....... $97,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. SEQUOYAH
8426 RICHMOND HWY #101 ...... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ....... $74,500 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ..................... PINEWOOD SOUTH
8420 RICHMOND HWY #62 ........ 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ....... $65,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ..................... PINEWOOD SOUTH
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Sports

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

T
ake a look the state motto for
Utah and it’s fitting that former
West Potomac student and cur-
rent Alexandria resident James

Sixsmith would be toiling away there this
hockey season.

Founded by early pioneers that had few
material resources, the so-called “Industry”
state had to rely on its own resources to
simply survive early on. The 5-foot-9, 180-
pound Sixsmith can relate.

A star at Holy Cross who ended his ca-
reer there as the school’s all-time leading
scorer, Sixsmith helped lead the Crusaders
to the biggest upset in college hockey his-
tory. As a No. 4 seed, they defeated the No.
1 team in the country, Minnesota, in the first
round of the 2006 NCAA Tournament. In
basketball terms, it would be like the win-
ner of the play-in game in the NCAA Tour-
nament defeating the No. 1 team in the
country.

Now in his second season playing in the
minor league hockey ranks, Sixsmith has
gotten used to fighting the odds as he tries
to become the first NHL player to ever come
out of the state of Virginia.

“I kind of just live game to game and just
try to get better,” said the 24-year-old
Sixsmith. “Every day you’re just focused on
trying to get up to the next level.”

BEFORE THIS SEASON, Sixsmith had
never been to Utah before. So it came as a
shock to his system when he arrived in Salt
Lake City to see picturesque mountain peaks
and mild weather — even in the winter.
Then again, Sixsmith never expected to be
there in the first place.

Sixsmith attended West Potomac High
School from 1999-2001, but left after his
junior year to play hockey at Canterbury
Prep in Connecticut to face top flight com-
petition and get more exposure from a re-
cruiting standpoint. His mother, Betty, is
currently the field hockey coach at West
Potomac.

After his successful career at Holy Cross,
he shuttled between the ECHL’s Cincinnati
Cyclones and the AHL’s Milwaukee Admi-
rals in his first full season in the minor
leagues a year ago. As a result, he signed a
one-year minor league contract with the
NHL’s New York Islanders, and after a strong
preseason, figured he’d be back in the AHL
(hockey’s version of AAA baseball as com-
pared with the ECHL, which is the AA
equivalent).

Islanders’ management agreed, except
three players the organization was inter-
ested in had been released by other teams
toward the end of training camp. The team
signed all three and assigned them to the
AHL’s Bridgeport Sound Tigers. Sixsmith lost
out on the numbers game.

He’s taken the ups and downs in stride.
“Being in Utah hasn’t been such a bad

thing, I’m playing a lot down here, I’m the
one of the go-to guys down here,” said
Sixsmith. “It’s nice not to be playing a more
limited role in the AHL.”

But if he ever wants to achieve his goal
of eventually playing in the NHL, he can’t
just be an elite player in the ECHL. If he
stays in Utah — or something equivalent
— the rest of his career, there’s really no
chance of realizing his dream. Through 23
games this year, Sixsmith leads the team
with 20 points (eight goals, 12 assists).

“Do I think he’s an (AHL) player?” Utah
Grizzlies coach Kevin Colley said rhetori-
cally. “Yes, but he can’t get discouraged just
because he’s not there now. He just has to
trust the system.”

LIVING JUST OUTSIDE Salt Lake City,
Sixsmith has what he calls a “pretty nice
set-up.” The Grizzlies have every member
of the team living in two apartment com-
plexes close together. Sixsmith’s roommate

and if you don’t have a hobby it’s just a lot
of watching TV. The best part of the job —
just playing hockey — can sometimes be
the worst.”

Making matters worse is that Sixsmith
doesn’t have a car to get around. He left it
in Virginia because he didn’t want to worry
about bringing it with him should he get
called back up to the AHL.

THERE ARE HORROR STORIES about
life on the road in other minor league sports.
Long bus rides, dingy motels, and fast food
for dinner are generally what pass for com-
fortable accommodations.

But Sixsmith said traveling with the Griz-
zlies is about as good as one could expect.
The team flies to all but a few of its away
games.

The worst trip so far this sea-
son, according to Sixsmith, was
when the team went to Victoria
Falls in the beginning of No-
vember. To get there, the Griz-
zlies flew from Salt Lake City
to Seattle, took a bus to
Vancouver, and finally hopped
on a ferry to get to their final
destination. In all, it was nearly
12 hours of traveling.

To offset trips like these, the
Grizzlies have amenities like an
adopt-a-player program, where
area fans provide food and gifts to players
throughout the season. It’s a welcome re-
spite for Sixsmith, who makes much less
than the NHL league minimum of $450,000
a year. Club rules prohibit him from disclos-
ing his current salary, but he ball-parked the
figure as “one-tenth of the NHL minimum.”

Like everyone around the country these
days, the economy weighs heavily on
Sixsmith’s mind. According to the Grizzlies’
director of operations, Adrian Denny, the
ECHL is like any other sports league, with
strong owners that have no problem meet-
ing costs in a tough economic climate.

But there are organizations like the Au-
gusta Lynx in Georgia, which had to sus-
pend operation in midseason. They became
the third ECHL team to shut down opera-
tions since last season for various monetary

reasons.
The Grizzlies play in the ECenter in Salt

Lake City, the venue where hockey was
played for the 2002 Winter Olympics.
Sixsmith said a good crowd is usually
around 7,000 fans for the 10,000-seat
arena.

“Some areas in the league, you can see
the economy wearing on people and differ-
ent organizations,” said Sixsmith. “Empty
seats doesn’t mean the economy is killing
the league, but it’d be foolish to say it’s not
affecting it at all.”

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON will mark the
first time Sixsmith can get back to the
Northern Virginia area since training here
in the offseason. He said because of his
hockey career, he hasn’t been home for

Thanksgiving in years.
The Grizzlies include a bo-

nus in each player’s contract
that is meant to be money for
a flight home around the
holidays. Sixsmith will fly
back Dec. 21, but has a
Christmas morning flight
back to Utah at 6 a.m. be-
cause of a game on Dec. 26.

But to make it to the place
he really wants to go, it will
take a lot more than a plane
ride. If Sixsmith can get the

promotion many think he deserves to the
AHL, anything can happen. The Washing-
ton Capitals provide an example of what
could be. They’ve called up 10 players from
their AHL affiliate in just the past month.

Right now, though, Sixsmith tries to stay
focused on what he can control, his play on
the ice with the mountains of Utah in the
background.

But on a minor league journey that seems
to present new obstacles at every turn, per-
haps the hardest part of Sixsmith’s life is
not letting the doubt of an uncertain future
take over. “I don’t really think about what
I’m going to do down the road,” said
Sixsmith. “You constantly have some kind
of goal or some kind of vision in mind. But
to be honest, I don’t want to be a 30-year-
old guy playing in the minors.”

Life in the Minors
Area hockey player
is pursuing his NHL
dreams for a minor
league team in Utah.

Former West Potomac student and Alexandria native James Sixsmith
(right) is attempting to become the first Virginia native to make it to the
NHL. Right now he’s playing in front of sparse crowds for the ECHL’s
Utah Grizzlies.

“He just has to trust the system,” said Utah
Grizzlies coach Kevin Colley about James
Sixsmith’s chances of being promoted to the
AHL (hockey’s equivalent to AAA baseball) and
eventually the NHL.
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Holiday Tournament The Mount Vernon boy’s basketball team
will host and participate in its annual holiday

tournament beginning Dec. 26. The West Potomac girl’s basketball team will be at the
Cassell’s Holiday Basketball Tournament at Oakton High School beginning Dec. 26.

is Mike Walsh, who played
college hockey at Notre
Dame, a Jesuit school like
Holy Cross.

And unlike college,
Sixsmith’s days are almost
entirely dedicated to hockey.
On non-game days, he goes
to the rink around 9 a.m. for
a morning skate, practices
for two to three hours, and
then has a team meal. The
rest of the day is his to en-
joy. On game days, players
have a morning skate and
then report back to the arena
around 5 p.m.

“You get a lot of time to
yourself,” said Sixsmith.
“There’s a lot of down time,

“Every day
you’re just
focused on
trying to get
up to the
next level.”
 — James Sixsmith
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Bus Drivers
Bus Drivers for Head Start program 

in Arlington.  HS diploma, clean 
DMV, CDL.  Email/fax resume with 

cover letter to careers@nvfs,org 
703-385-5753.  Visit www.nvfs.org

for more info.  EEO

Experienced & Dynamic RN
If You Want to Become a Partner in the 

Business Expansion of a Home 
Health Care Agency in Fx Co

Call: 703-340-8570

General Office P/T
Good Shepherd Housing is hiring a P/T  
staff person for general office assistance.  
Computer and administrative skills nec-
essary.  Benefits include health insur-
ance, as well as sick and vacation time.  
Please fax your resume to Karen Jupiter 
at 703-768-9419 or see our website 
www.goodhousing.org for more info.

M.C. Dean, Inc. is currently looking for talented
Communication Technicians for large infrastruc-

ture build outs in the MD, VA and DC area.

The Communication Technicians will be responsi-
ble for splicing, testing, terminating and trouble-
shooting copper cable; terminating and testing
fiber optics, grounding and bonding; reading plans
and specifications.

Requirements:

• High School Diploma
• 2-5 years of experience in the

communications industry;
• BICSI Installer certification is a plus.

Qualified candidates should submit their resume to
recruiting@mcdean.com or via fax to 703-463-2904.

RECEPTIONIST - OLD TOWN
Small business development/gov’t

relations firm looking for Receptionist 
w/good organizational, computer & 

secretarial skills.  Positive team player 
w/a can-do attitude. Work hours 9-6.  

Parking,  health benefits,  2 weeks 
vacation.  Salary $30K. Start date 1/12.  

Gov’t Relations knowledge desirable. Email 
resume to molly@usstrategies.com

SALES REP NEEDED
No Experience Needed

800-517-6989

TEACHERS
For Head Start program in Arlington. 
Bachelor’s or Associates in Early Child-
hood, CDA, bilingual Eng/Span. 
Email/fax resume with cover letter to 
careers@nvfs.org 703-385-5753.  Visit 
www.nvfs.org for more info.  EEO.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspaper
business. Internships available
in reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

0413-3

0316-1
Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from

time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.

It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword

puzzle answers, and we’ll put your name here! Fax the
completed puzzle, with your name, the puzzle number,

and the time and date of the fax, to the Crossword
Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial

Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Check Out my website

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

Need to Fix Your
Driveway?

Call 703.582.2110

ASPHALT ASPHALT

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining

Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

ROGER ROOTER
PLUMBING

MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF

No Job too Small
Senior & Govt. Discounts
Visa, MC Accepted
703-299-4999

PLUMBING PLUMBING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

MM AA RR GG AA RR II TT AA ’’ SS

CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
Residential &Commercial

Independently Owned
& Operated

Good Refs   Free Estimates

703-768-2130

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD
Full Cord

Guaranteed to Burn
or money back

Beware of truckloads
or racks

 703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell

Curtis Neil

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

News

From Page 8

Unprecedented
new people who have not needed help in

the past.
“We are seeing people we have never seen

before. There is a group of people coming
that have lived independently always.
People who were always able to make ends
meet. Barely perhaps, but they did. Now,
those people are losing employment or can’t
do it anymore because their expenses are
higher,” said Hull.

“There is a definite increase in people
seeking services due to unemployment and
several instances of people who used to
donate to us now coming to us to seek emer-
gency services, which is alarming,” said
McDowell.

THE TIMES could prove to be financially
difficult for non-profits as well as their cli-
ents. Most of the organizations see a boost
in individual giving during the holidays but
many are worried what will happen in the
new year and how they are going to meet
increased demands on a limited budget.

“At this point, it is difficult to say what
the future impact is going to be. Clearly, we
are looking at a long economic downturn
and we will need to work much harder to
meet the increasing needs of the commu-
nity. The concern is that if we see a drop off
in our financial resources, we will need to
scale back our programming,” said
McDowell.

Several local social service agencies, in-
cluding United Community Ministries and
Reston Interfaith, are already facing a fi-
nancial hit due to Freddie Mac and Fannie
Mae’s recent troubles. It is unclear what will
happen to the two mortgage companies
foundations and charitable giving now that
they have been taken over by the federal
government.

“We are really affected by the fact that
Freddie Mac is not giving out its grants.
Everyone is kind of waiting with bated
breath to see what Freddie is going to do.
They just don’t know what to tell us but I
have to be skeptical at this point,” said Hull,
who said her organization received a
$50,000 grant directly from Freddie Mac

From Page 3

Lighting Up
Christmas

For next year he doesn’t have specific
plans yet, but he supposes that he will add
more parts for children — perhaps some
animations inspired by cartoons.

For those who are inspired to make their
own decorations, Vaughan advises that they
go to specialized stores such as Lightorama
and put major effort into it.

The lights will be on display until 10:30
p.m. through Jan. 2, except in rain. The
address is 1601 Collingwood Road, Alex-
andria.

See Economy,  Page 22
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 

and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 

an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

117 Adoption

ADOPT A Dream to complete 
our family! We are a loving 
family who will provide your 
newborn a home filled with 
laughter, learning, security and 
endless love and support. 
Expenses paid. pls call Debbie 
& Mike 1-866-531-8961

ADOPT Active, young couple, 
desires to give a newborn all 
the advatages of a loving 
home and family. Confidential. 
Expenses paid.  Pls call Susan 
and John  1-800-680-8422

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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News

Dorson Awards Given at Banquet
From Page 5

Photo by

Chuck Hagee

The Gazette

Jim Getts, recipient
of the Les Dorson
Award for Distin-
guished Public
Service, is joined on
stage during the Lee
District Association
of Civic Organiza-
tions’ annual ban-
quet by, from left,
Lee District Supervi-
sor Jeff McKay,
LDACO Chairman
Paul Gagnon, and
U.S. Representative-
elect Gerald
Connolly.

issues of the entire community.”

FORMER LEE DISTRICT Supervisor
Dana Kauffman received the Dorson Award
for Distinguished Public Service Leadership.
For 12 years Kauffman served as Lee Dis-
trict supervisor “with common sense, a
sense of humor, and a vision that united
what was best for the common good,”
Gagnon said.

In addition to serving as Lee District su-
pervisor, Kauffman also represented Fairfax
County on the Metro Board of Directors and

served as its chairman. “Some of Dana’s best
work was in building a sense of community
among the people of Lee District,” Gagnon
said. He was succeeded in public office by
McKay who had served as Kauffman’s chief
of staff for 12 years.

Gagnon also presented his Chairman’s
Awards to volunteers who have made spe-
cial contribution to LDACO. Serving as the
evening’s master of ceremonies was Rodney
Lusk, Lee District’s representative on the
county Planning Commission.

The invocation was given by the Rev.
Grant McIntosh, chaplain, Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Department.

Historic Mount Vernon will celebrate the
250th wedding anniversary of George and
Martha Washington every Saturday and
Sunday during January 2009 with a free
special program by “Mrs. Washington” in
the Robert H. and Clarice Smith Auditorium
2 p.m.

Entitled “Our Worthy Partnership,” the
one-person show recounts the private mo-
ments between herself and General Wash-
ington during their 40-year marriage. Watch
Mrs. Washington as she unpacks a special
trunk of memories and listen to the stories

behind those private treasures.
In honor of the couple’s 250th wedding

anniversary, Mrs. Washington’s wedding
slippers are on display from Jan. 12 through
Feb. 23. They have not been on public dis-
play at Mount Vernon for over 30 years. Due
to their fragile condition, this will be the
only time they will be able to be seen for
the foreseeable future, according to Mount
Vernon Estate.

Additional information on this special
event can be found by visiting http//
Visit.MountVernon.org.

‘Martha Washington’ To Recall Her Memories

From Page 21

in 2008 and had initially hoped to get
more money for programs related to hous-
ing in 2009.

“I have a feeling that the funding will be
worse next year than it is this year. A lot of
foundations have their money in the stock
market and who knows what is going to
happen with that,” she added.

IN ADDITION to seeing major drops in
their private funding, many local social ser-
vice organizations might be subjected to
cuts in state and local government aid next
year.

Virginia is facing a $2.9 billion shortfall
in the second of its two-year budget cycle
and Fairfax County has a projected deficit

of $600 million in 2010.
United Community Ministries has already

been informed that the commonwealth in-
tends to pull the non-profit’s funding for its
employment center. The county — which
supplies about 15 percent of the
organization’s budget — will make no de-
cisions about what it will do until the spring.

“We don’t get a lot of funding from the
county but every bit helps,” said Hull.

Hunter Mill District Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins, who chairs the county board’s
human services committee, said she hopes
the county is able retain funding for some
of the “prevention” programs, like afford-
able housing preservation, it currently sup-
ports.

“We want to reduce the number of people
who need to call on services,” said Hudgins.

Economy Leaves Many in Need
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    Our Best Wishes  for
 a Happy Holiday

      & a Prosperous 2009
from

Alexandria~
     Mount Vernon Weichert

    Alexandria~
 Belle View Weichert

EMMA TUERK
703-360-7400
Alexandria/Mount Vernon Office
8301 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria, VA 22309

PAUL KAPPEL
703-765-4000

Alexandria/Belle View Office
1612 Belle View Blvd., Alexandria, VA 22307

Thank you for your generous
support of the Weichert
30th Annual Toy Drive!

    Our Best Wishes  for
 a Happy Holiday

      & a Prosperous 2009
from

Alexandria~
     Mount Vernon Weichert

    Alexandria~
 Belle View Weichert

    Our Best Wishes  for
 a Happy Holiday

      & a Prosperous 2009
from

Alexandria~
     Mount Vernon Weichert

    Alexandria~
 Belle View Weichert


